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Some members of the Archives Board of Trustees at the
Dufford House, Newberry College: September 13, 2025

Pilgrimage
	 Much has happened with the Crumley Archives 
since our last newsletter!    
	 The Crumley Archives has been looking for a 
new home since Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary moved in January of 2025 to the cam-
pus of Lenoir-Rhyne University in Hickory, North 
Carolina.  After many months of uncertainty, 
investigation, exploration, evaluation - and some 
twists and turns worthy of a dramatic novel - the 
Crumley Archives has finally begun its move.
	 On August 19, 2025, the administrative offices 
of the Archives moved onto the campus of New-
berry College in Newberry, South Carolina and 
into the Dufford House. Built in 1910, the house 
was the boyhood home of Dr. William Dufford, 
who has worked most of his lifetime of 90 years to 
advance the cause of civil rights and social justice in 
South Carolina.  
	 Newberry College has proven an incredibly gra-
cious host and has welcomed us into their commu-
nity. We are grateful for their vision and their sense 
of partnership in a shared mission.  

Dr. Susan McArver

For the time being, our historical collection of 
materials remains in Columbia on the seminary 
campus. We hope to move them quite soon, once a 
determination of that space is finalized.
	 The moves of the administrative offices, and 
soon the collection, are seen as temporary homes 
for the Archives for anywhere from 3-5 years. 
This is because ultimately, our goal is to build a per-
manent new facility, which we believe will embody 
our hopes and dreams for long into the future.  
	 We will continue to need your generous support 
as we work toward that permanent facility. You 
will be hearing within the next few months about 
a campaign to raise the funds we will need for a 
new facility.  We are here “because of viewers like 
you” – who love and care for these stories and want 
them to live on and inform the future.
	 We continue to thank you for your support! ◆

This newsletter, in its title and masthead, pays homage to the American Lutheran Survey published by noted Lutheran leader, the Rev. 
Dr. Walton Greever.  This newspaper was originally printed in the historic Eau Claire Print Building, two blocks from Seminary Ridge.



Highlights from the
2025 “Friends of the Archives Banquet”

At the “Friends of the Archives” Banquet, “Bill” 
Trexler shared some poignant thoughts about the 
importance of archiving southern Lutheran history 
and his appreciation for the ministry of the Crum-
ley Archives.  Bill and Karla have been loyal sup-
porters of the Crumley Archives and faithful mem-
ory-keepers for decades, and the Crumley Archives 
is deeply grateful for their service and support.
	 “The Crumley Archives helps us remember 
who we are as Southern Lutheran Christians. 
Our archives holds letters, pictures, books, 
recordings, artifacts, and thousands of other 
primary sources. Especially today in the United 
States, when records are being attacked and facts 
altered to erase memory and remake history we 
must preserve the original documents to set the 
records straight. I love remembering people and 
places— their stories and contributions to the 
life of our Church. We stand on the shoulders of 
those who came before us. People like Jim Crum-
ley, for whom our archives is named . . . .
	 You’re here this evening because heritage is 
important to you and Christ’s Church. The 
Crumley Archives preserves our church culture, 
history, and personal memories that shape who 
we are and whose we are. Karla and I love and 
honor each for your support of the Crumley 
Archives with your regular gifts of time, talent, 
and treasure. We invite you to join us in includ-
ing the archives in your estate planning. And we 
thank you for honoring us with the 2025 Walton 
Harlowe Greever Award.” ◆

The Walton H. Greever Award:
The Rev. Dr. William and Mrs. Karla Trexler

The Congregational Heritage Award:
St Mark’s Lutheran Church, ELCA, 
	 Jacksonville, FL
The Synodical Award:
Florida-Bahamas Synod, ELCA

2025 “Friends of the 
Archives”

Award Recipients

2025 Walton H. Greever Award Recipients,
Rev. Dr. William B. and Mrs. Karla Trexler

Our guests enjoy a delicious meal provided by Dupre 
Catering.  A special thanks goes to the SC Lutheran Men in 

Mission for sponsoring our event!

Jerry Johnson snaps a “selfie” with this year’s award recipients.
L to R: Dn. Jerry Johnson, Rev. Dr. Derek M. Hoven, Pr. 

Daniel Locke, Rev. Dr. Bill Trexler, and Mrs. Karla Trexler.
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Rev. Frank Anderson models a commemorative plate that 
bears his name!

Pr Daniel Locke accepts the Congregational Heritage 
Award on behalf of St Mark’s Lutheran Church, 

Jacksonville, Florida.

PO Box 214 • Columbia, SC 29202 USA
crumleyarchivist@gmail.com • 803-461-3234

2023 Board of Directors
Florida-Bahamas Synod 
Ms. Mary Flekke, Secretary
Deacon Jerry Johnson

North Carolina Synod
The Rev. John Pearson
Mr. Kenneth Marks

South Carolina Synod 
Mr. Edward M. Woodward, Jr., Esq.
Mr. Henry Fulmer

Southeastern Synod
Bp. Kevin Strickland
Mrs. Susan Clark

Virginia Synod
Ms. Rebecca Walls
The Rev. Jean Bozeman

Caribbean Synod
Ms. Othelia J. Dewindt

Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary
Of Lenoir-Rhyne University
Dr. Susan W. McArver, President

Joint Ministries of Region 9
The Rev. Phil Tonnesen

Novus Way Ministries
Mr. Terrance Clever 

At -Large
The Rev. Dr. Wayne C. Kannaday
The Rev. Dr. Mark Scott
Mrs. Virginia Herlong, Treasurer
Dr. Harvey Huntley, Jr., Vice President

Staff
Mrs. Shannon Smith, Director of Archives
Mr. T. Scott Reeves, Assistant Archivist
Mrs. Trudy Bouknight, Office Manager
Mr. Ashley Ragland, Archives Aide

James R Crumley Jr. 
Archives

By Appointment Only

Office Hours
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 Update On The Unsung Documentary

	 The Archives has been in the process of devel-
oping a film documentary series on Black Luther-
ans in the South for the past two years. The doc-
umentary is entitled Unsung: A Chronicle of 
Black Lutherans in the South. To date we have 
completed the first episode on South Carolina. 
In late May we were able to show the first episode 
to about 60 people at the SE Synod Assembly 
in Columbus, GA, at the invitation of Bishop 
Strickland. The completed episode is now acces-
sible on the Archives website for anyone who 
would like to view it.
	 The second episode in the documentary will 
feature the rich but largely unsung story of Black 
Lutherans in Alabama. At its assembly in late 
May, the Southeastern Synod saw a trailer of the 
interviews we have filmed in Alabama. We expect 
to complete this episode by the end of October. 
It will feature stories of Rosa Young and the paro-
chial school approach that was a centerpiece in 
the mission and outreach of both the Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod and the American 
Lutheran Church in the first half of the 20th cen-
tury. It also will cover the period of the civil rights 
movement in Montgomery in the mid-fifties and 
the Lutheran presence there. 
	 The third episode will deal with the history of 
Black Lutherans in Georgia. We have completed 
the filming of oral interviews but have not done 
editing and compilation for this episode. Our 
goal is to have the third episode available by 
spring 2026.
	 The fourth episode will focus on the story of 
Black Lutherans in the Virgin Islands - another 
story that is not widely known and largely 
unsung. Our target is to do the filming of oral 
interviews in the winter of 2026; but plans are 

still in process at this point. The good news is we 
have funds for this episode.
	 When additional funds become available, we 
intend to do similar episodes for both the Flor-
ida-Bahamas Synod and North Carolina. These 
future episodes do not have definite plans yet. All 
episodes once completed will be accessible on the 
Archives website. ◆

Rosa Young in her Early Years

Rosa Young with her students in later years.
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THANK YOU!
Friends of the Archives

	 We are most grateful for the gifts received since the last edition of the Archival Survey. These 
gifts enable us to preserve our church’s history and to assist researchers, congregations and insti-
tutions in their work.  Gifts listed below arrived between June 17, 2025 and October 6, 2025. 
Please advise if your gift has been omitted.  If you made an honorarium, please know that the 
person has been notified.  
	 Again, THANK YOU, for your generosity. 

Gifts	
Bishp Ginny and The Rev. Paul Aebischer, 
	 West Columbia, SC
The Rev. & Mrs. Robert Beaver, Chapin, SC
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Hendrix, Columbia, SC
Dan & Jane Koon, Columbia, SC
Dr. & Mrs. Biemann Othersen, Jr, Charleston, SC
Memorials
The Rev. James and Mrs. Faith Connelly
	 The Rev. Dr. Rachel Connelly, Walhalla, SC
The Rev. Dr. Carl Fisher
	 Dr. Jeremy Fisher, Newton, NC
Martha F. Haigler, 
	 Brigadier General (Ret) Janice Haigler, Prosperty, SC
The Rev. Henry F. Goodman, 
	 Ms. Maryann W. Klemmer, Smyrna, DE
Catherine B. and Jeff L. Norris
	 Jeff and Carol Norris, Lenoir, NC
James T. and Betty M Wilds
	 Dr.Susan & Mr. Alex McArver, Columbia SC
Mrs. Betty Wilds
	 Mrs. Annette W. Metz, Columbia, SC
The Rev. Don Woolly
	 Clarence & Joyce Pugh, Newton, NC
The Rev. Donald Poole, Sr.
	 The Rev. Don Poole, Asheville, NC
The Rev. G. Baylis Corley
	 Denise Corley Godowns, Houston, TX
The Rev. James B. Park
	 Mrs. Jennifer Park, West Columbia, SC
The Rev. John H. Koch
	 The Rev. Don Poole, Asheville, NC
The Rev. William H. Link
	 Ms. Sue Bruce, Salisbury, NC
Patrons
The Rev. & Mrs. Thomas Clark, Ridgeland, MS
Mrs. Miriam Fisher, Matthews, NC
The Rev. Dr. Mark Scott, Murrells Inlet, SC
Honorariums	
The Rev. Ozzie and Mrs.Virginia Herlong
	 The Rev. & Mrs. David Donges, Columbia, SC
Brent Holcomb
	 Charles & Ruth Nicholson, West Columbia, SC

Deacon Shelly Allen
	 The Rev. Paul and Mrs. Debra Summer, Port Orange, FL
Dr.Susan McArver
	 The Rev. & Mrs. Ozzie Herlong, Chapin, SC
	 Deacon Dallas Shealy, Prosperity
	 Mrs. Shannon Smith, Lexington, SC
	 The Rev. Wayne Kannaday and Dr. Helen 
		  Doerpinghaus, Columbia, SC
Grace Lutheran, Lakeland FL 116th Anniversary
	 Ms. Mary Flekke, Lakeland, FL
Jimmy Crumley, Jr
	 Mark V, Smith, Savannah, GA
Mrs. Judy Woolly
	 Perry and Trudy Bouknight, West Columbia SC
	 Clarence & Joyce Pugh, Newton, NC
Linda and Roger Davis
	 Mrs. Jennifer Park, West Columbia, SC
Mrs. Helen Sanders
	 The Rev. Dr.  & Mrs. James S. Aull, White Rock, SC
Sister D’Etta Broam
	 Reginald & Brenda Price, Lexington, SC
The Rev. Dr. William and Mrs. Karla Trexler
	 The Rev.& Mrs. James Addy, N, Charleston, SC
	 The Rev. Frank and The Rev. Dr Mary Anderson, Columbia, SC
	 Andrew and Lindsay Boozer, Pomaria, SC
The Rev. & Mrs. Ozzie Herlong
	 Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church, Little Mountain, SC
The Rev. Melvin E. Amundson
	 The Rev. Kathleen B. Chartier, Irmo, SC
Trudy Bouknight
	 Deacon Dallas Shealy, Prosperity
Building Fund
Dr. Harvey Huntley, Jr, Hopkins, SC
Frankie San Assistance
The Rev. Alvin Haiger, Sr., Gaston, SC
Grants
ELCA, Chicago, Il
Home Mission Foundation , Salisbury, NC
Peeler Fund, NC Synod, Salisbury, NC
Mission Investment Fund, Chicago, IL
SC LutheranMen in Mission, Columbia, SC
Linn Fund, Southeastern Synod, Atlanta, GA

“Friends of the Archives” Continues on next page
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We are pleased to announce that we have 
changed our online giving platform to Tithe.ly!

Tithe.ly is the preferred online giving provider 
for the ELCA.  Please visit

https://www.crumleyarchives.com/donate
and designate your gift today.  We thank you for 

your support!

“Friends of the Archives” Continued from previous page

Partnerships
NC Synod, ELCA, Salisbury, NC
Seafarers Int’l House, New York, NY
Southeastern Synod, ELCA, Atlanta, GA
Thrivent Choice Dollars
Ms. Sarah Derrick Cheesman, Leesville, SC
The Rev. Ronald Poisel, Louisville, KY
Mrs.Brenta K Poole, Asheville, NC
SC Synod Assembly Offering
The Rev. Dr. Mary and Mr. Hank Shore, Brevard, NC 
Ms. Mary Ann Spengler, Allentown, PA
The Rev. Alvin B. Haigler, Sr., Gaston, SC
Ms. Melinda Summer, Mt. Pleasant, SC
Ross and Hayley Waters, Savannah, GA
Ms. Barbara Weaver, Irmo, SC
Mr. Larry Witmer, 
Mrs. Judy Woolly, Columbia, SC
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Herman Yoos, Chapin, SC
Churches
Epiphany Lutheran Church, Rock Hill, SC
St. Mark Lutheran Church, Leesville, SC
Other Gifts	
Ms. Sandra Cline, Belmont, NC
Martha and David Cobb, West Columbia, SC
Ms. Ann Dasher, Arden, NC
Ms. Vicky Edwards, Chapin, SC
Ms. Miriam Fisher, Matthews, NC
The Revs. Julian and Morgan Gordy, Franklin, TN
Mrs. Doris Harrington, Columbia, SC
Bishop Emily Hartman, Huntersville,NC 
Dr. & Mrs. Boyd Hendrix, Lexington, SC
Ms. Jane Holmes, Columbia, SC
The Rev. David R. Keck, Sr, Salisbury, NC
James and Carol Metts, Lexington, SC
Bishop Phyllis Milton, Newport News, VA
The Rev. John Pearson, Raleigh, NC ◆

SAVE THE DATE !

This four-part series explores the story of the 
German Lutherans who made their home in 
the South Carolina Midlands 300 years ago, 
an area still known today as the “Dutch Fork”. 
Susan W. McArver and Shannon Smith will 
trace how these early settlers journeyed from 
Europe to the Carolina backcountry and 
share stories of what life was like for these 
immigrants, how they acclimated to daily life 
in the new world, the challenges they faced, 
and their enduring legacy that can still be 
appreciated and preserved today. ◆

Thursdays, February 5, 12, 19, 26, 
beginning at 11:30 AM 

The Lourie Center
1650 Park Circle

Columbia, SC 29201
Online registration forthcoming at 

www.seniorresourcesinc.org/thelouriecenter/
programs/lourielectures/

“Lourie Lecture Series”
February 2026

From the Rhine to the 
Saluda: German Immigration 

and Settlement in the 
Dutch Fork of SC

	 At the “Friends of the Archives Banquet”, 
the Crumley Archives honored the life time of 
achievements of Ms. Helen Sanders.  Helen was 
the Crumley Archives’s first dedicated archivist, 
and she laid the groundwork for the establish-
ment of regular office hours and the develop-
ment of a staff which would eventually turn the 
repository into a fully functioning institution of 
preservation.  Helen’s encouragement of synod 
and congregational participation in the Region 
9 Archives set the course for a rich and robust 
collection that spans six synods and nearly 1300 
collections.  
	 Without Helen’s faithful, reliable, and credible 
representation, the Crumley Archives would not 
stand out as the model that it is today for so many 
church archives across the American south.  We 
thank her for her service and accomplishment! ◆

A Tribute to Helen Sanders
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