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T he Board of Trustees of the James R. Crumley Jr. Archives announces that the 
2011 recipients of the Walton H. Greever Award are The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. 
James and Virginia Aull.  This is the first time that the award has been 
presented to a couple, and it is given in recognition of the long term 

commitment that the Aulls have made to the Archives. 
The award will be presented at the Annual Friends of the 
Archives Banquet, October 14th, at the Embassy Suites 
Hotel, Columbia, SC.  The Board also announces that the 
2011 Congregational Award will be presented to 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church, Columbia, SC.  The ELCA-
South Carolina Synod is also being recognized. 
    The Rev. Dr. James Stroud Aull was born in 
Winnsboro, SC, but spent most of his early life in 
Greenville, graduating from Greenville Senior High in 
1949.  A 1953 Magna Cum Laude graduate of Newberry 
College, Dr. Aull did further graduate work at Wayne 
State University, Detroit; the Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary (Cum Laude); Union Theological 
Seminary, New York; Lutheran School of Theology at 
Chicago; and Duke University, where he received his 
PhD degree in 1971.  He served two years in the US Army, primarily in Korea; was 
ordained into the United Lutheran Church in America in 1961; served as pastor of St. 
Timothy Lutheran Church, Camden, SC, prior to becoming a faculty member at Southern 
Seminary in 1962.  He served various positions with the Seminary until elected Secretary 
of the LCA South Carolina Synod in 1979.  In 1988 Pastor Aull was elected as the first 
Bishop of the new ELCA South Carolina Synod, a position he served for eight years until 
1996, at which time he retired.  During his active career Pastor Aull served on numerous 
boards and committees, and was the recipient of several honors and awards. 
    Virginia Kloeppel Aull (Ginny) was born in San Diego, CA, and moved to Charleston, 
SC, following the death of he father in World War II.  She is a 1955 Magna Cum Laude 
graduate of Newberry College, and was only the second member of her family to attend 
and graduate from college.  She and Jim Aull met at Newberry College, and married in 
1958. Mrs. Aull taught elementary school in both Charleston and Columbia; served as 
secretary to the Lutheran and Methodist chaplains at Duke University; and was Media 
Librarian for the ELCA-SC Synod for 25 years until her retirement in 1998.  The Media 
Librarian position evolved into working with the SC Synod archives, which were then 
moved to the Region 9 Crumley Archives following her retirement.  Ginny directed the 
handbell choir at Ascension Church, Columbia, for 25 years. Mrs. Aull was honored in 
2006 with a Doctor of Letters award by Newberry College, and in 2004 the Newberry 
College Alumni Association presented her with the Thomas E. Epting Outstanding 
Alumnus Award.   

Aulls to be Honored at 2011 Banquet 
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From the President of the 

Board of Trustees 
 
     As you read this edition of the Archival 
Survey, I think you will be amazed at the 
many different ways the James R. Crumley 
Jr. Archives serves our church. Not only are 
we charged with keeping the Lutheran 
Church’s records, but we take seriously our 
call to make those records available for 
study through the assistance of Jeanette 
Bergeron, our archivist.  In this issue you 

will find information 
about how the 
Archives contributes 
to the training of 
pastors, how we assist 
churches like 
Ascension Lutheran 
in Savannah, Georgia, 
in caring for their 
histories, and how we 
can help churches 

avoid horrific losses should natural disaster 
come their way. 
     I would like to encourage you to explore 
how the Archives can work with your 
church.  This might be through a scheduled 
visit as one of the ladies’ circles at Mt. 
Horeb Lutheran in Chapin, South Carolina, 
has planned; it might be through inviting 
Jeanette to act as a consultant for your next 
anniversary.  Our relationships with 
individual churches enrich our knowledge 
of the larger church and help us to see how 
God is working across Region 9.   
     We value our partnership with you and 
welcome your support. Our annual banquet 
will be in Columbia, South Carolina, on 
October 14th.  While this is also an excellent 
opportunity to celebrate those who have 
helped preserve our history, it also serves as 
our primary fund raising event.  The work 
of the Archives would be impossible 
without the generous support of those who 
care about the history of Lutheranism in the 
South.  I encourage you to consider making 
a one-time donation or becoming a regular 
contributor.   The gifts you give will enable 
us to convey the story of our faith to future 
generations.  Margaret Gillikin ♦ 

Old Congrega�on… New Archives 
By Katherine Tillman 

 
     ARCHIVES!!????  Every church has one.  Maybe your archives isn’t a formal 
organized room with files and photos, but all churches have some photos, bulletins, 
council minutes and other documents.  Maybe yours is a signed list of founding 
members that’s ten years old or some Sunday school photos from last Summer’s 
picnic.  Whatever you have, it is the beginning of an exciting history of your ministry.  
Young or old, every congregation should begin to organize her historical items. 
     On April 14, 2011, Ascension celebrated 270 years of ministry.  The congregation 
was founded by a Salzburger Pastor who had come in 1734 with a group from 
Austria. They settled up river from Savannah. The Rev. Johann Martin Boltzius came 
to Savannah for several years to minister to Lutherans before the founding of the 
congregation in 1741.   Because the congregation did not have a permanent Pastor, 
records prior to 1824 had not been kept. The oldest “Parish Register” records the first 
baptism in December 1824 after the call of the first permanent pastor. 
     Yes, we at Ascension have many years of history.  The person most responsible 
for all of our records was Mildred 
Gartelmann.   In 1934, she was asked by the 
Rev. Dr. Charles A. Linn, Pastor, to help with 
the ULCA convention which was held in 
Savannah.  Several years later in April 1941, 
Mildred and Pastor Linn led a small group of 
members to prepare 16 miniature episodes of 
the history of the congregation.  Linn 
researched and authored a history  of the first 
two hundred years. 
     It was this involvement that led to “Miss 
Mildred’s” interest in history.  When she 
became the Parish Secretary in 1947, she 
began collecting papers, photos and other 
artifacts. In the late 1960’s she began 
researching Ascension’s history.  With the 
encouragement of our Pastor, the Rev. Dr. James R. Crumley, Jr., she wrote a 
chronological history collected from many primary sources.  Later, she wrote 
brochures and booklets on the early history of Ascension, the Sunday School, the 
Women’s Missionary Society, the German influence, a history of the building and 
windows.  She wrote plays and skits.  
     The church formed a History committee and volunteers began collecting and 
sorting bulletins, filing council records, photos, letters and other documents.  We 
learned about archival materials and sought help from the Georgia Historical Society. 
We had old Bibles, old photos and papers, lots of records of the congregation, old 
ledgers and minutes.  We had lots of “stuff”. 
     During these years we have had many requests for information:  There was a 
young woman who needed proof of a Baptism to marry someone of another faith- I 
found the information for her.  A professor in West Virginia called for information 
about a colonial woman- I helped him prove that Jane Cuyler ran a boarding house for 
Liberty Boys during the time of the American Revolution.   We found papers 
requesting the government to pay for damages to the church during the Civil War -- 
we never received any money!   Many people have received happiness because we 
were able to find information about their relatives!  What a joy! What a service to 
them! 
     My association with the Region 9 Archives began with a call from the Rev. Dr. 
Carl Fisher, a former pastor of Ascension. After being a part of a committee of the 
Archives, I  came to know Jeanette Bergeron.  With the approval of the 
congregational council, I contacted her for help. We set a date to meet.  During the 
first meeting we worked together to identify items that were appropriate to keep, and 
began to care for some damaged materials. We added new members to the committee

(Con�nued on page 3) 
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- a retired history teacher, a new member 
interested in preserving oral history, a young 
newspaper writer, and several others. 
     During the second meeting with Jeanette, we 
spent the evening discussing procedures and 
policy ideas for the archives.  Enthusiasm rose!   
The next day we sorted, re-filed, set up new 
files. Some items from the closed Reformation 
Church in Savannah were moved to Region 9 
Archives.  We now have a room for our 
archives to lock and secure our treasures.  Since 
that visit the committee has continued to follow 
the guidelines shared by Jeanette. 
     Soon, she will be coming again to work with 
our group of volunteers. By working along with 
us, we are gaining the skills for keeping our 
archives up to date and for correctly storing our 
exceptional collections.  We have a new life for 
preserving and sharing our past.  
     During our 250th year long celebration, our 
theme was, “REMEMBER AND GO FORTH”.  
The knowledge, strengths, and weaknesses of 
the past give us insights to move forward for the 
Glory of God.  Start your Archives, now! – 
Katherine W. Tillman, Savannah, GA (Some 
information in this article came from the 
Church of the Ascension’s archives.)  ♦ 

(Con�nued from page 2) 

Congrega�ons & Others Directly Served by the Archives 
During January-May 2011 

 
The James R. Crumley Jr. Archives helps congrega�ons and other Lutheran ins�tu-
�ons in the Southeast (and beyond) answer ques�ons about keeping archives, wri�ng 
history and celebra�ng anniversaries.  Organiza�ons are invited to schedule a visit to 
the regional archives, to host the archivist at their loca�on, or to call or email for as-
sistance.  Contact Jeane(e Bergeron at JBergeron@ltss.edu or 803-461-3234. 
 
Corinth Lutheran Church, Saluda, SC – Church archives 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Hampton, VA – Church archives 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Raleigh, NC – Church history, Anniversary 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Jackson, MS – Archives for closing congrega�on 
St. Ma
hew Lutheran Church, Charleston, SC – Church archives 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Columbia, SC – Church archives 
St. Michael Lutheran Church, Columbia, SC – Anniversary, History book 
Epiphany Lutheran Church, Winston-Salem, NC – Church archives 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Forest Park, GA – Archives for closing congrega�on 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Savannah, GA – Church archives 
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Johnston, SC – Anniversary liturgical music 
Juniper Bay Bap�st Church, Conway, SC – Church history 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Boone, NC – Church archives 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Port Charlo
e, FL – Church history 
Faith Lutheran Church, LeHigh Acres, FL – Church history 
Joy Lutheran Church, Palm Bay, FL – Church archives 
St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Columbia, SC – Church archives 
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Columbia, SC – Church archives 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Lexington, SC – Church archives, history 
St. John Lutheran Church, Concord, NC – Church archives 
Pomaria Lutheran Church, Pomaria, SC – Church archives 
Organ Lutheran Church, Salisbury, NC – Church history 
Grace Lutheran Church, Winchester, VA – Church archives 
Lutheran Chapel Lutheran Church, China Grove, NC – Church archives 
South Carolina Men in Mission – Organiza�on history 
Luther Hostel Event, Fort Valley, VA – Liturgical history 
Bachman Chapel Lutheran Church, Prosperity, SC – Church history 
St. David Lutheran Church, West Columbia, SC – Church history 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Greenwood, SC – Church archives 
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Historical Society, Dayton, VA – Church history 
Davie County Public Library, Mocksville, NC – Church history 
Spartanburg County Public Library, Spartanburg, SC – Church archives 
Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church, West Columbia, SC – Church archives 
St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Hickory, NC – Church history 
St. Luke Lutheran Church, Conover, NC – Church history 
Bethel Lutheran Church, Biloxi, MS – Church history 
St. John Lutheran Church, Knoxville, TN – Church archives 
St. Ma
hew Lutheran Church, Kings Mountain, NC – Church history ♦ 

You are cordially invited to attend 
The 2011 Friends of the Archives Banquet 

Friday, October 14, 2011, at 
Six o’clock in the evening for Reception and Silent Auction 

Seven o’clock for the Banquet 
Embassy Suites Hotel 

200 Stoneridge Drive, Columbia, South Carolina 
 

We are honoring the Reverend Doctor James and Mrs. Virginia Aull, 
The ELCA-South Carolina Synod ,and Ebenezer Lutheran Church, Columbia 

 

For tickets & invitation, call 803-461-3234, or email jbergeron@ltss.edu 

Thrivent Choice Update 
 

     Thrivent Choice has awarded the Archives 
$918 in donations since the program started.  
We encourage other eligible Thrivent members 
to designate the Archives to receive their 
Choice Dollars.  Let’s top $1,000 and then 
keep going beyond that! 
     On the selection form, the Archives is listed 
as:     James R Crumley Jr. Archives Region 9  
          Columbia, SC  
          Other Lutheran Organization 
          Organization ID: 507740198 
 

     If you need assistance, contact your local 
Thrivent representative or the Archives.  You 
should be aware that Thrivent only notifies the 
Archives of donors’ names and total funds 
deposited each donation cycle.  We are not 
informed of what each individual donor gives. 
     Thank you for your generosity and for mak-
ing your donations go further. ♦ 

Ascension members (L to R) Pam Rollins, Katherine 
Tillman (Chr. of Archive Committee), Gail Moyer 
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 Are you 70½? 
 

     During 2011, the IRS has restored one of 
the great tax saving vehicles for retirement ac-
counts ever! Known as the IRA rollover, this 
opportunity was granted by Congress last year. 
Unfortunately, there are specific rules attached 
to the gifting process. For instance, the gift 
must come directly from the IRA administrator 
to the church (or legitimate charity). Because of 
this, the gift bypasses the account of the donor 
but still counts as the required IRA distribution 
within a given year up to a $100,000 donation.  
     The next question is also related to the rules: 
What happens if you want to give from 401(k) 
moneys to the church or non-profit using this 
method? Here is the answer provided by a re-
cent planned giving newsletter: 

     An individual may withdraw funds 
from their 401(k) and gift to charity 
and the net effect if they itemize deduc-
tions is no increased taxes but also no 
additional government bonus from the 
tax deduction as the net result is a to-
tal offset. If they are over 70½  and 
rollover their balance from the 401(k) 
to an IRA they are eligible in 2011 to 
take advantage of the IRA rollover 
option, allowing them to make tax-free 
transfers up to $100,000 directly to 
charity.  

     Before you do anything, consult your tax 
preparer or financial adviser to see if this 
method of giving is in your best interest. 
     If you fit into this category, your gifts would 
be of profound benefit to the ELCA Region 9  
James R. Crumley Jr. Archives.  Your gift 
would ensure that the heritage and history of 
our Region within the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America would be preserved for gen-
erations to come, so that generations after us 
will know the old, old story of our faith.  ♦ 

“Don’t Mess with Us” 
by Jeanette Bergeron 

 
     Three separate events in recent months demonstrated once more the value of the 
James R. Crumley Jr. Archives to the congregations of the ELCA in the Southeast. 
     On April 27 hundreds of tornadoes stormed across seven of our states.  When the 

violent darkness passed, all that was left of Christ Lutheran Church in 
Cullman, Alabama, were its pastor and members (thanks be to God!), its 
cross which landed in the yard of an Episcopal family down the street, a 
historic stained glass window, and some slim files of information in the 
synod office and the Archives. 
     The tornado which destroyed Christ Lutheran was so powerful that 
only things in an underground 

room could have survived.  Because of disasters, 
we encourage congregations to back up their 
important records, including their parish register, 
recent years of council minutes, key financial 
reports and other information that the church needs 
to operate with in the future.  And we suggest that 
they keep this backup information in a location 
away from the church.  The James R. Crumley Jr. 
Archives is ideal for congregation offsite storage 
because it is in the business of keeping important 
Lutheran materials.  It provides environmental 
protection, security, privacy and responsive 
service. 
     The South Carolina Synod learned the value of 
this service recently.  The Internal Revenue 
Service demanded over $8,000 and a property lien 
for back taxes, penalties and interest over a 
congregation disbanded in 2007.  The IRS said the 
church had not paid employment taxes the last 
year it was in business.  A search of the 

congregation’s records in the 
Archives located the final treasurer’s report, showing over $2,500 had 
been paid on time.  This is why it is so important for the Archives, 
synods and disbanding congregations to work together to get the 
appropriate materials to the Archives when a church closes. 

     Active congregations benefit as well from the Archives.  A North Carolina 
congregation called us looking for property deeds prior to 1848 for a right-of-way issue.  
Although our deed collection is small, amazingly we had three for this church—two 
dating to 1835 and an even more precious deed dated 1799.  Within minutes they were 
scanned and emailed to the church.  We heard back that not only were we the nicest 
people they dealt with, we actually found what they needed when courthouses and 
lawyers didn’t.  I still chuckle at these church members pulling out their 1799 deed to 
discuss a property line.  Don’t you know that jaws dropped in the other party? 
     The moral of these stories is “Don’t mess with us.  We have records.”  ♦ 

The James R. Crumley Jr. Archives 
2010-11 Board of Trustees 

 
Mrs. Margaret Gillikin, President (At Large, SC) 
Mr. Larry Witmer, Vice-President (NC Synod) 
Dr. Susan McArver, Secretary (SC Synod) 
Mr. Keith Brown, Treasurer (VA Synod) 
 
The Rev. Scott Anderson (At Large, NC) 
The Rev. Mel Amundson (Region 9) 
Mrs. Libby Bedenbaugh (LLMI) 
The Rev. Dr. Carl Ficken (SE Synod) 
Dr. Lynn Feider (LTSS) 
Ms. Mary Flekke (FL-Bahamas Synod) 
The Rev. Dr. Scott Hendrix (At Large, NC) 
Ms. Ada Henriquez (Caribbean Synod) 
The Rev. Dr. Harvey Huntley, Jr. (Region 9) 
Dr. Biemann Othersen, Jr. (At Large, SC) 
The Rev. George Rhyne (NC Synod) 
Sister Marilyn Stauffer (At Large, SC) 
The Rev. Kevin Strickland (SE Synod) 
Ms. Sandra Cline (LTSS) 
Mr. Ed Woodward (SC Synod) 

Recent Grants Awarded to Archives 

 

     The Michael Peeler Fund of the North Carolina Synod has awarded the Archives a 
$2,005 grant to start inventory work on our congrega�on microfilm collec�on, one of 
the largest of its kind.  We have 440 reels of congrega�on records, mostly North 
Carolina churches, filmed in the 1950s, ‘60s and ‘70s.  The inventory will provide details 
of what specific materials are on each reel and what dates the materials cover.  At 
present we know li(le more than they are “church records” belonging to a par�cular 
congrega�on.  Since most churches retained the original paper records, the reels are 
o7en the only tool the Archives has to assist researchers.  Archives Assistant Kyra 
Moore performs microfilm research for the Archives and will conduct the inventory. 

(Con�nued on page 7) 
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 Wanted:  An Archival Angel 

 

     I am looking for a special volunteer to assist 
me in the Archives.  This person will work with 
paper records, label folders, arrange documents, 
make photocopies and generally help me take 
care of collections that are donated to us. 
     The volunteer should be available to work one 
afternoon every week or every other week, be-
tween Tuesday and Thursday.  The work requires 
good handwriting—either printing or cursive—
that is large enough to read easily.  The volunteer 
should be comfortable working with papers and 
able to work on repetitive tasks.  No previous 
archives experience is required.  Many of the 
projects are ones that I start and want to turn over 
to someone else to complete.  I would prefer 
someone able to start this summer.   
     It is a good opportunity to learn skills that you 
can later devote to your own church’s archives.  
Your contributions to our ministry of caring for 
Lutheran heritage will be valued and appreciated.  
If this appeals to you, please email me at 
JBergeron@ltss.edu or call me at 461-3234.  
Jeanette Bergeron ♦ 

Rediscovering an Old Treasure 
By Jeanette Bergeron 

 
     Recently we found the Lowman Home.  You’re probably thinking to yourself, “I 
didn’t know it was lost.”  Unfortunately, we thought it was. 
     Last year when the Heritage at Lowman asked the Archives to prepare historical 
displays for its year-long centennial celebration, I included some photographs of the 
original frame building known as the Lowman Home.  For years people have said 
what a shame it was that it had been torn down.  And it truly is a sad thing that we’ve 
lost early examples of our heritage like the Lowman Home and the Eichelberger 
House at Pomaria where Southern Seminary first held classes. 
     So imagine my surprise when a man called the Archives and said he was the 
owner of the Lowman Home and he wanted help getting it listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places.  When he came in to do 
research, he showed me pictures of the house on his cell 
phone.  (So 2011ish!)  Sure enough, its features matched 
our photographs. 
     The story goes that in 1997 for $10 a contractor had 
moved the home off the Lowman Home campus and on to 
a lot on Johnson Marina Road near Lake Murray.  A 
family bought the home and restored it.  Other than having 

a new paint scheme, it retains the same basic features inside and out.  Guy Pearce and 
his family are the second family to own the 
renovated house, and Guy is trying to bring 
recognition to the house that it richly deserves for 
its role in helping the Lutheran Church in the 
South take care of those who could not take care 
of themselves. 
     Today the Heritage at Lowman has become an 
important retirement destination and has added a 
new dimension of independent-lifestyle homes 
and apartments to its campus.  Guy Pearce’s 
home lives on as a reminder of its beginnings and 
a testament to the good deeds of Malissa Lowman, Walton Greever and other 
Lutheran pioneers.  We’ll let you know if the Register application is successful. ♦ 

1997 Photo 

2011 Photo 

How the Seminary Came to  
Columbia 

By Jeanette Bergeron 
 

     The Archives has been assisting Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary with research and 
planning for the 100th Anniversary celebration of 
the Columbia campus.  We won’t spill the beans 
on the whole story that will be revealed soon in 
the Southern Bulletin, but here are some nuggets 
to pique your interest from various minutes and 
the local Lutheran newspaper of the time, the 
Lutheran Church Visitor published by the United 
Synod of the South. 
     One hundred years ago on the first official 
Seminary Day, Wed., Oct. 11, 1911, keys were 
formally delivered to the Board of Directors, and 
the “Splendid new building was reverently 
consecrated to the holy purposes for which it was 
erected.”  This marked the official opening of the 
administration building, now known as Beam 
Dormitory, and the permanent Columbia campus 
of Southern Seminary. 
     One-fifth of all the pastors in the United 
Synod South participated in the opening that day 
in a large excited crowd of 500.  Amazingly the 
guests included two alumni who studied in the 
“cabin” seminary at Lexington, S.C., under the 
Rev. Dr. Ernest Hazelius—Rev. Dr. G. D. 
Bernheim and Rev. Jacob Austin. 
     Yet this scene almost didn’t take place in 
Columbia.  The original city selected in 1909 was 
Charleston over Columbia, Newberry and 
Hickory.  In fact, the Seminary could have been 
located in downtown Charleston at George and 
Meeting streets.  When fund raising stalled, the 

site selection committee polled Lutheran congregations in the South to see if they 
preferred another site.  Both the Georgia and South Carolina Synods favored 
Columbia.  Charlotte, Charleston, Salisbury and Columbia made formal presentations 
offering money and land. 
     Nine rounds of tense voting followed before Columbia, the leader the whole time, 
got a majority.  This was 1910.  In August, 16 students began the last school year at 
Mount Pleasant, S.C.  On Dec. 15, the Lutheran Church Visitor reported that 

foundation stones were laid for the new building in Columbia.  “In this balmy winter 
climate the work can go on almost as rapidly as the spring or summer.  The solid 

(Con�nued on page 6) 
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granite in cement mortar makes one think of permanency.  This building is to serve coming generations.  Those who contribute to it are 
making permanent investments.” 
     At 12 o’clock, Jan. 10, 1911, the cornerstone was officially laid.  A photograph of March 23 shows that outer wall construction had 
reached the third floor.  The Seminary board agreed to allow University of South Carolina students to take courses in the Seminary and 
expressed hope that Seminary students could do the same at USC.  Completion was reported on August 10.  School started October 4.  The 
building provided lodging for 30 students, and over 20 attended the first year, then the largest enrollment in Seminary history. 
     Citizens of Columbia were proud of the new building, calling it the “handsomest and most imposing in the city, with the exception of the 
State House,” according to the Lutheran Church Visitor.  The construction cost $40,115—only $115 over budget.  Outfitting and architect’s 
fees brought the total cost to $50,000.  Charles M. Robinson was architect.  Wise Granite Company was contractor. 
     Built on a hilltop and constructed of everlasting rock, the Seminary finally had a permanent home designed and built exclusively for its 
use.  What a grand place it was--156 feet long, 60 feet wide, constructed of granite and covered with slate.  The ground floor contained 13 
rooms, including a gymnasium, fireproof furnace room, vault, dining room and kitchen.  The second floor contained the chapel, recitation 
rooms, professors’ offices, and library.  The third floor contained 15 suites, each with a study and sleeping room.  In every respect known at 
the time, it was modern, efficient and safe. 
     Only three years had passed since the United Synod met in Savannah to adopt a resolution Oct. 8, 1908, to remove the Seminary from 
Mount Pleasant.  The city of Columbia wholeheartedly joined in the project to provide a beautiful site and help fund it with over $17,000.  In 
turn the Seminary pledged to Columbia’s citizens, “That that which they have invested here of their material wealth may be given back to 
them, and to their posterity again and again in the moral and spiritual influences which shall emanate from this centre of religious culture.”  ♦ 

(Con�nued from page 5) 

Friends of the Archives 
 
Since the last issue of the Archival Survey (December 2010), the following friends have made contributions to the James R. Crumley Jr. Ar-
chives. We are most grateful for these gifts because they enable us to preserve our church’s history and to assist researchers, congregations, 
and institutions in their work. If you have made a contribution since December 2010 and your name is not listed here, please accept our apol-
ogies and send us a note indicating the amount and date of your gift.  Also, if you’ve made a donation in honor of others, be assured we have 
written them directly. Space prohibits us from naming honorees and memorials. 
     If your congregation could make a gift to the Archives, that would be a wonderful support. We would be glad to supply any information 
you might need to help you make such a request at your church. 

Individuals 
Randy & Mary Alice Akers, Columbia, SC 
Mel and Nancy Amundson, Columbia, SC 
Frank & Mary Anderson, Columbia, SC 
Keith & Genie Brown, Roanoke, VA 
Raymond & Lib Caughman, Lexington, SC 
Jim & Annette Crumley, Chapin, SC 
David & Carolyn Donges, Columbia, SC 
Carl and Anne Ficken, Stone Mountain, GA 
Larry & Carleen Fink, Faith, NC 
Mary Mappus Finklea, Effingham, SC 
Joseph & Barbara Fudjack, Severna Park, MD 
Ken & Margaret Gillikin, Chapin, SC 
Robert & Karen Hawkins, Columbia, SC 
John & Frances Holman, Towson, MD 
Harvey Huntley, Jr., Salisbury, NC 
Dorothy Jeffcoat, Columbia, SC 
Doris Ludder, Miami, FL 
Annette Metz, Columbia, SC 
David Poole, Charlottesville, VA 
Don & Brenta Poole, Horse Shoe, NC 
Richard & Carole Poole, Chesterton, IN 
Heber & Gloria Rast, Cameron, SC 
George Rhyne, Dallas, NC 

Barry Spurlock, Atlanta, GA 
Sister Marilyn Stauffer, Columbia, SC 
Tommie Wicker, Pomaria, SC 
Larry Witmer, Davidson, NC 
Ed Woodward, Columbia, SC 
 
Partners 
Florida-Bahamas Synod, ELCA 
Lutheridge+Lutherock Ministries, Inc. 
North Carolina Synod, ELCA 
Region 9, ELCA 
Southeastern Synod, ELCA 
Virginia Synod, ELCA 
 
Congregations 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Fehrenkamp Fund, Savannah, GA 
Grace Lutheran Church, Lakeland, FL 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Hickory, NC 
 
Other 
Auxiliary, Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary 
Peeler Fund, North Carolina Synod 
Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
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     Lutheran Church of the Ascension in Savannah, Georgia, has awarded a $500 grant to the Archives from the Fehrenkamp Fund to help 
fund a Seminary student worker.  David Walters, a rising middler from the Virginia Synod, is helping preserve our deteriora�ng images 
and recordings.  This year he worked with materials from the North Carolina Synod.  In the 2011-2012 school terms, he will work with 
materials from the Southeastern Synod and Southern Seminary.  These are our three largest media collec�ons.  David is our technological 
MacGyver, rigging up equipment to transfer obsolete formats to new digital ones.  He also troubleshoots our computer problems and 
advises us on social media issues. ♦ 

(Con�nued from page 4) 

Friends of the James R. Crumley Jr. Archives 
Become a Friend of the Archives through a gift to support the continuing work of  preserving our southern 

 Lutheran history to encourage us in faithfulness into the future.  Please make checks payable to: 
 The James R. Crumley Jr. Archives. 

Donor name(s):_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Email address:________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 
                 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please find enclosed my/our gift for the continuing support of the Archives. 
___$50 ___$75 ___$100 ___$250 ___$500 ___$1,000 _________ Other 

In Honor of: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
In Memory of: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Name & address of person(s) to be notified of gift: 
 
 
 

Mail to: James R. Crumley Jr. Archives, 4201 N. Main St., Columbia, SC  29203 
Don't forget to make the Archives your choice with Thrivent Choice 

New Board Member 
 

     Mrs.Libby Bedenbaugh, Senior Development Associate at 
Lutheridge+Lutherock Ministries, Inc. (LLMI), has been 
appointed by LLMI to replace Mr. Carl 
Branham on the Board of Trustees.  Mr. 
Branham’s responsibilities at LLMI 
have changed, and it was necessary to 
make the change on the Board 
representation. 
     Mrs. Bedenbaugh, a resident of 
Newberry, SC, is married to Billy 
Bedenbaugh, and they have two adult 
children.  Libby taught at Chapin (SC) 
Elementary School for 31 years, retiring 
in 2004.  An active member of St. 
Philip’s Lutheran Church, Newberry, 
she has been very involved with LLMI 
for many years, including serving on the Board of Trustees and 
as President of that Board.  Her work with and knowledge of the 
Lutheran Church in the South Carolina and Southeastern Synods 
will be invaluable in serving on the Archives Board. 

Southern Seminary Students 
Comment on Archives Related Projects 

(Please see article by Dr. Susan McArver on page 8) 
 

“This project was eye opening for me… I found that my perceptions 
of Lutheranism in Florida as having always been in existence were 
wrong.  Many hardships were endured.  This has broadened my 
understanding and appreciation for Lutheranism in Florida 
specifically and Lutheranism in North America in general.  I now 
realize that the presence of the Church in a given state or country is 
not a given, but is the result of a lot of hard work, planning and 
perseverance often with minimal visible results.” (Joyce Gulliford, 
Florida-Bahamas Synod, LTSS M. Div. graduate, 2011.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I… have a new found respect for the importance of private journals 
and how absolutely invaluable they would be to future historians.  
There are some stories which must be told, but there is a time and a 
place to tell them.  Right after the events might not be the time… It 
has also inspired me to buy a notebook in which to start recording 
my own impressions of people and events.  Hopefully, I will never 
be caught up in the “interesting times” of a congregation, but if I am, 
I’d like to provide some poor seminarian with historical resources 
long after I, and those I will serve, have passed away.”  (Chris Wulff, 
Indiana-Kentucky Synod, LTSS M. Div. with Honors graduate, 2011) 
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“No Generation Exists in Isolation”:  

Reflections from Students in the Archives 
Dr. Susan Wilds McArver 

 
This is one of my favorite times of year . . .  
 
Admittedly, this is not a sentiment normally expressed by 
professors, as the end of a semester brings with it an avalanche of 
grading to be done. But the end of the spring term at Southern 
Seminary also means that Lutheran seniors are turning in their final 
projects for the required course, Lutheranism in North America.  
 
Students may write on any subject related to this broad topic.  For 
the last several years, they have worked diligently in the James R. 
Crumley Jr. Archives and elsewhere to uncover information on an 
incredible array of topics. This year, their papers ranged from 
colonial Lutherans in the Carolinas to sermon manuscripts in mid-
20th century Midwest. Students studied Civil War era Charleston 
churches and the genesis of seminary traditions. They explored the 
origins of congregations, synods and position papers and examined 
changes in worship life and hymnals over time.  They investigated 
theological controversies in Lutheran colleges and in congregational 
life. They conducted oral histories with bishops and farmwives, 
military chaplains and seminary presidents, and their transcripts will 
be deposited in the Crumley Archives for future students of 
Lutheranism in North America to examine. 
 
Sometimes, students make actual historical discoveries that 
fundamentally change our knowledge of the past. Student Peter 
Reinhart, for example, has effectively rewritten the history of the 
parish he explored by uncovering long-lost documents in his quest to 
discover the story of the congregation’s origins. Kristen Van Stee 
translated Spanish documents from our Archives into English for the 
first time, and Kris Litman-Koon studied and wrote on the Alabama 
Colored Mission of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, delving 
into archival records even as he helped process them. David Fox and 
Chris Wulff documented history still-in-the-making through 
interviews with persons directly affected by the ELCA’s 2009 
Churchwide Assembly action on human sexuality. 

 
The most powerful part of these projects, however, comes in the 
final reflections of students, as they write on what they have learned 
through the process of their historical research. Leslie Bimler gave 
voice to the experience of many, as she reflected on her exploration 
of the roots of Hispanic ministry in Florida:  
 
The congregation of Principe de Paz and I are almost the same age. 
As I have spent time with letters and documents dated during my 
childhood and early adult years, I have reflected on what was going 
on in my own life, while twenty states away this little ministry was 
growing. The first baby baptized in the congregation and I likely had 
very different experiences growing up, yet there is a spiritual 
solidarity knowing that this church and my own exist in the 
particular and the universal, and communion with Christ joins us 
across time and distance . . .  
 
The joy of dealing with primary source documents is often realized 
in the humanity that shines forth in their pages. As I have read 
letters, memorandums, meeting minutes, and monthly reports, I have 
come to know these people of the past, some of whom are still 
involved in ministry and others who are not, in a rather personal 
way. [These] names  . . . meant nothing to me two months ago. Now, 
I read those names and can hear the congenial tone of their 
salutations in letters, the fervency with which each approached the 
development of Hispanic ministry in Miami, and the frustration that 
often came through when the process slowed to an unreasonable 
pace . . .  
 
In the end, perhaps student Mike Warfel summed up his entire 
class’s experience best when he observed:  No generation exists in 
isolation. We are all part of the generations that have come before, 
currently exist, and follow after us.  My grandfather’s sermons 
certainly provided me with a window and a slice of written history of 
what the church and society faced.  I believe that God’s grace, 
Christ’s redeeming love, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit is the 
main link that unites us all.  
 
What a privilege to teach such students. ♦ 

Scene 13 from Ascension, Savannah’s 16 historic dioramas, 
showing German immigrants arriving in Savannah in late 1800s. 

Scene 1 from Ascension, Savannah’s 16 historic miniature 
dioramas constructed in 1941 for the 200th Anniversary, showing 
organization of the congregation in 1743 by Pastor John Martin 
Boltzius. 


